
2019 MCR Regional Convention T-TRAK Modules Report 
 
This is to serve as the final report of the 2019 T-TRAK Regional Committee.  This layout was 
assembled, displayed and judged at the 2019 Mid Central Region Convention, sponsored by 
MCR Division 1 on May 2-5, 2019 at the Holiday Inn -Youngstown South in Boardman Ohio.  
 

 
2019 Organization 
 
The Regional Committee was formed in the winter of 2018/2019 and consists of a 
representative from each division and a layout architect and a judging representative. 
 

MCR T-TRAK Regional Coordinator 
Bruce DeMaeyer  (859) 879-0507  bdemaeyer@att.net 

 
Division 1 Canton, Akron Youngstown 

Don Bonk (330) 418-6860  donaldbonk@gmail.com 
 

Division 2. Keystone Pittsburgh 
Dennis Vaccaro (724) 929-2190  vaccaro_dennis@yahoo.com 

Jim Braum  (724)-258-9788  jimmy_braum@yahoo.com 
 

Division 3 Dayton 
Gail Yarnell (937) 301-0746  nmra.div.3@gmail.com 

 
Division 4 Cleveland 

Scott Benson (440) 567-9089  sbenson440@zoominternet.net 
 

Division 5 Western Reserve 
Ray Newnes (216)-312-2132  rnewnes@yahoo.com 

 
Division 6 Columbus 

Rich Hartley (614) 946-3723  rwh287@yahoo.com 
 

Division 7 Cincinnati 
Paul Musselman (859) 384-2472  paulmnn@1x.netcom.com 

 
Division 8 Louisville 

Joe Martin (502) 619-1253  jbm6401@earthlink.net 
 

Division 9 West Virginia 
Sam DeLauter (304) 377-1136  samdelauter@gmail.com 

 
Division 10 Lexington 

Bruce DeMaeyer (859) 879-0507  bdemaeyer@att.net 
 

Division 11 Allegheny Plateau 
Howdy Veihdeffer (814) 765-0331  prrhowdy@atlanticbb.net 

 
Division 12 Allegheny Western Erie 

Doug Sandmeyer (716) 665-8579  dsandme@stny.rr.com 
 

Layout Architect 
John Gorman (859) 806-3327  jgorman@bgmrs.com 

 
Judging 

Larry Smith (502) 839-8627  larry.ksmith@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:vaccaro_dennis@yahoo.com


 
 

Final Layout 
 

 
 
 
The layout consists of 66 modules running in an E shaped, double main, closed loop layout.  33 
modelers combined their skills to make this layout a success. 
 



 

Smartphone throttles using JMRI 
 
The Division 10 Power toolbox was used for Power Management. The toolbox has installed 
Digitrax DCS100, UR91 Simplex, UR92 Duplex, 12vdc bus power supply, and Raspberry-Pi 
running JMRI providing video drivers to an HDMI Monitor. 
 
Using standard app form Apple IOS and Google Android applications, members were able to 
use the personal smartphones to run their trains on the layout. 
 
 
 

Block Detection using Watchman Circuitry from RR CirKits 
 
 

 
 
 
The layout was divided into 16 detection zones (eight per main track) and block detection was 
accomplished using RR Circuits Watchman BOD8 (DCC Block Occupancy Detection-8 Block), 
with 8 CT coils for each block, and uses the Simple Serial Bus Adapter to send information to 
the Raspberry-Pi running JMRI in the toolbox. 
 
 



 

Call for Modules 
 
A call for modules (MCR Form 803) was issued in January 2018 to all of the Division 
Coordinators and then also mailed to all members of the region.  Returns of this form, while very 
important to the architects of the layout, came in very slowly making early forecasting of the 
layout size very speculative.  It wasn't until mid-March, that a higher degree of comfort was 
achieved.  Now that we have gone through one cycle of building the layout, the call for modules 
will be more valuable earlier in the development of the 2020 layout in Pittsburgh.  CMR had a 
sales booth located next to the layout and they reported that they sold at least 30 modules at the 
show.  These are very likely to show up at next year’s convention in Pittsburgh. 
 
 

 
 



 
Registration 
 
Registration of the modules was opened at the hotel on Thursday morning at 8am.  The last 
module arrived at about 11am.  The registration form (MCR Form 901) defined whether the 
modeler wanted to only display the module or if he wished the module to also be judged.  The 
module was than tagged with an ID number and identified with a green dot for display and a 
yellow dot for judged. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Modular Contest 
 
If the modeler chose to be judged, they filled out MCR Form 903 which would then be used by 
the module judging team to score the modules in four criteria.  These criteria are the same as 
those used in the Scenery AP award. 

 
 
 
 



 

Best in Show 
 
 

 
Stardust Drive In – Robert Osborn – Division 9 (Group of three modules) 

 

 
Ace Laboratory – Robert Osborn – Division 9 (Group of three modules) 

 
 
 



 
Shell Distributor -Robert Osborn – Division 9  (Group of three modules) 

 
 

 
Three Module Group -Robert Osborn – Division 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

First Place 
 

ATSF San Bernardino Passenger Station – Michael DeSensi – Division 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Second Place 
 

 
Brian Jones – Swift Camp Creek - Division 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Third Place 
 

 
The Steeltown Station – Richie Jodan – Division 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

People’s Choice T-Trak Modules 
 

 
Country Church – Richard Hartley – Division 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


